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11 August 2 0 0 8  

Dr Sakchai Sriboonsue 
Director General 
Department of Livestock Development 
6911 Phaya Thai Road Rajthewi 
Bangkok 10400 
THAILAND 

Dear Dr Sriboonsue 

Application for designation of an  OIE Reference Laboratory for Foot and mouth disease 

Thank you for your letter of 1 August in which you submit an application for the designation of 
the Department of Livestock Development, Pakchong as a new OIE Reference Laboratory for 
Foot and mouth disease wi th Dr Wilai Linchongsubongkoch as the designated OIE Reference 
Expert. 

This application wil l  be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting of the OIE Biological 
Standards Commission, which wil l  take place from 23 to  25 September. I wi l l  inform you by 
letter of the  outcome of the Commission's discussions. The l nternational Corr~mittee must 
finally approve all Reference Laboratories proposed. 

Thank you for your continued support of the OIE. 

With best regards, 

Dr Bernard Vallat 
Director General 
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No. AC 06091 i 568.3 
Phaya Thai Road 
Bangkok 10400 
THAILAND 

1 August B.E. 2551 (2008) 

Dr. Bernard Vallat 
Director General 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 
12, rue de Prony 
750 1 7 Paris 
FRANCE 

Dear Dr. Vallat, 

Application for recognition of the FMD Regional Reference Laboratory 
in Pakchong, Thailand as an OIE FMD Reference Laboratory 

The Department of Livestock Development (DLD) endorses this application of the 
Regional Reference Laboratory (RRL), Pakchong, Thailand for recognition as an 01E 
Reference Laboratory for foot and mouth disease. 

The foot and mouth disease (FMD) laboratory in Pakchong was first established in 
1958, and since then has served as the national FMD laboratory in Thailand. In 1995, 
during the first meeting of the OIE Sub-Commission for FMD Control in South East Asia, 
it was recommended that the Pakchong laboratory be developed as SEAFMD Reference 
Laboratory. In compliance with this recommendation, the DLD refurnished the Pakchong 
laboratory by constructing a BSL-3 laboratory which was finished in 2003. The BSL-3 
laboratory has been designated as the RRL and was officially opened in 11 October 2004, 
and since then started to receive samples from neighboring countries. 

The critical role of the RRL is highlighted in the SEAFMD 2020 Roadmap stating 
that "the FMD Regional Reference Laboratory (RRL) in Pakchong, Thailand provides the 
backbone and sets standards for the considerable laboratory inputs required by the 
SEAFMD Campaign". The RRL Pakchong is providing a substantial regional role in 
diagnostics, training, quality standards and harmonization of methods. The RRL had 
conducted several on-the-job trainings and sent its experts to missions to assist FMD 
laboratories of member countries. 

* 
Dr. Wilai Linchongsubongkoch is currently the Director of the RRL and has 

overseen development of the laboratory to the current level of technical sophistication and 
as the important regional resource identified by the SEAFMD 2020 Roadmap. Dr Wilai 



Linchongsubongkoch is well recognised within Thailand and internationally for her 
expertise in FMD laboratory diagnostics. Through her leadership, the RRL Pakchong has 
attained recognition for IS0  1705:2005'in September 2007. 

As you are aware, there is currently no OIE recognized FMD Reference Laboratory 
within the Southeast Asian region. Recognition by the OIE of the Pakchong RRL as a 
Reference Laboratory for FMD and of Dr. Wilai Linchongsubongkoch as the nominated 
expert will provide the international endorsement needed to consolidate the regional role of 
this laboratory in FMD control and eradication. 

The DLD is committed to on-going support for the Pakchong RRL as the national 
FMD laboratory for Thailand and as well as a regional reference focus on expertise and 
support. 

I will be very much obliged to you if you and the committee could kindly consider 
my above mentioned proposal for recognition. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Sakchai Sriboonsue 
Director General 
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